of sparkling water in Deep Water
Cove. The resulting artificial reef is
expected to boost tourism by 15-20
per cent and become a divers’

playground.
Yesterday’s scuttling was a happy
occasion — though charged with
emotion for many. The frigate had
served the country for 35 years
before being taken out of
commission in 1985,

“This is a very moving time for
those who have served on this
vessel.”

More than 3000 people had
served on the frigate, project
manager and chairman of the Bay of
Islands Canterbury Trust Richard
Witehira told the Herald on Sunday.

The trust had spent close to

Faleslemage as —.
possible to the frigate as it fell to the
sea floor. oy

Fourteen-year-old diverand ™

ago
Britain, had paid $19,200 in a charity

There were a few gasps and tense
‘moments as the ship slowly sank,
listing dangerously to one side. Sighs
of relief were audible as the vessel
suddenly righted itself and slipped
smoothly underwater.

Paul Morris, founder of website
Dive Planet, and his son Peter Morris
helped strip the boat in preparation
for the

scuttling,
Paul Morris said divers from all

he sald . “It provides a chance for
small businesses to take people down
and swim through a beautiful vessel.

Economic development for our
people I believe is very important.”
Yesterday’s scuttling was a grand




