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THE HISTORIC Cape
Brett lighthouse will be
glearming again by the end
of summer.

The Conservation De-
partment  will start  re-
storing the 98-year-old
lighthouse in the middie
of March when it hopes
warm, dry weather will al-
low the application of spe-
clalist primers, sealers and
paints.

"We expect the work to
take about sis weeks, so
withinthe next few months
the lighthouse will be back
1o its beautiful, pristine
self,® department archae-
ologist Andrew Blanshard
Says

He hopes the restoration
project will lead to an up-
grade of histaric buildings
associated with: the light-
housa,

"It i= the only historic
lighthouse, man
DOC, which still has its in-
ternal workings and thay
are in very good condition.
With comparatively little
work, the inside could be
tidied up and then opened
to the public a few days
each year,

"We_ agre also._going o
stabilise the gantry and un-

Good job for

volunteers

cover the tramline which |
was used to getl supplies |

up to-the settiement and
the lighthouse.”

The department will |
recruit volunteers o un- |

dertake much of the work
and hopes to eventually

have a ‘friends of Cape |-

Brett Lighthouse’ group to
help with cngolng mainte-
nance, he says.

"A big bonus is a fow
days' accommodation in
a fantastic location which
many people cross the
world to wvisit.”

The 14-metre; cast-iton
lighthouse was frst it on
February 21, 1970,

itwas made from prefab-
ricated components castin
Thames by Chas Judd Ltd
and was unusual because it
was the first in the country
where the light revolvedin
a bath of mencury.

The lighthouse was
manned by three keepers
= all of wham lived on-site
with their families — until a

small automated light was.

intraduced in 1978,
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BEACON TO SHINE AGAIN: The Consarvaticn Department hnpu to repaint the

Capeo Brett fighthouse by the ond of summes,

m



