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Lick (or two) of paint will
get beacon sh]nmg agam

$200 000 makeover
is planned for the
beast DoC inherited
from the Maritime S : i |
Safety Authority it - R

BY ANNE BESTON

NE of the coumtry's most recognis-
ahble beacons for boaties Is in for a
major feelift — and many would
say not before times,

"I've zeen lighthouses around the world
and this one is an absolute disgrace,” said
Aunckland husinessman Tan Forsyth.

A picture of the rusting Cape Brett light-
house in the Bay of Islands, published in the
Herald on August 1, also angered a Devonport
man who gsked how much longer it would be
left to decay,

The answer is a vear at most, after a
£200,000 boost to the Department of Conserva-
tion's historic buildings fund. The depart-
ment took over vesponsibiiity for the lighi-
house from the Marifime Safety Authority.

"We inherlted the beast,” sald Herikeri-
based Do staffer Katrina U]JDEI'H]IL

Hepainting the exterior of the 14m, cast-
iron tower would be a challenge, she said,

"They always put lighthouses in migged
and yemete spots, But this one is iconie. For
boaties, ones you round the cape, it really =
like you are home.”

She hoped the resturation would be done
next yedr, possibly during autamn when the
weather was tsually more settled.

"You et severe sea conditions ap there,”
shie said,

"“"Muost of our supplies will be by boat using
thepublic landing at the bottom of the clif"

The department had consulted Australian
expetts about the work because it was “Taidly
specific”, but there was also pleity of local
knowledze to call on

The lighthouse was likely to get its origi-
nal white colour back, but whether the black
top would be restored was under debate,

“Tn such & harsh environment, to palnt 11,
biack eoald be a mmnte:rmme fesue for us,”
she said,

ﬂuﬁ&lhemm.tn.t was done, g:ﬂ huwdﬁ;rf
[urther financing to renovate the interior of  RUST NEVER SLEEPS: The decaying lighthouse at Cape Brett has been called a disgrace, but
the lighthouse, which had most of its inner ¢ should be looking good next year after a challenging facelift.
workings intact. *“The dream is to gel funding
for stage tiwn, and T think a lot of people would “It's surprlsing the number of people who The lighthouss was commissioned ln 1810,

suppor! that” have a historieal conneetion to it and eventy:  Keepers left in 1998 when a fully antomated
“She said tourist operators had expressed  ally we'd like to do some research with those  beacon was installed, and the keepers' cottage
interesl in guided tours of the Hghthouse, peopla.” 18 now used ﬁ:!rm'ﬂmlghimsﬁﬂ‘m.




